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many leadership posts have included Chair-
woman of the Democrat-Farmer-Labor (DFL) 
party, founder of the DFL Feminist Caucus, 
Democratic National Committee (DNC) Mem-
ber representing Minnesota where she started 
the DNC’s Women’s Caucus. She also served 
as the U.S. Representative to the United Na-
tions Commission on the Status of Women. 
She served in the U.N. ambassadorial role for 
4 years during the Carter Administration. Dur-
ing that time, she and Gloria Steinem became 
good friends and have since worked together 
on many projects. 

Ms. Horbal has worked tirelessly on many 
issues, from women’s rights to pay equity, 
from higher education to health care. She 
says there was one female Minnesota legis-
lator when she began in politics and 17 when 
she stepped down as State Chairwoman. She 
led a study called Present but Powerless that 
examined the role of women in the DFL party 
and found women heavily involved but rarely 
in positions of power. While at the U.N., she 
was also partly responsible for the only treaty 
about women, the Convention on the Elimi-
nation of all forms of Discrimination Against 
Women. The U.S. is the only industrialized 
country to have not signed it, she adds. 

Ms. Horbal, now a consultant at the Wom-
en’s Resource Center at Augsburg College, 
says she first got involved advancing women’s 
rights when she realized how much women 
were left out of the process. 

‘‘I became a feminist one year when the 
party was deciding about which potential can-
didates would run for election,’’ Horbal says. 
‘‘Women weren’t included in this discussion. 
That’s what woke me up.’’ 

Dee Long charted new territory when she 
assumed leadership positions historically held 
by men. To date, not only was Ms. Long the 
first female Speaker of the Minnesota House 
of Representatives, she remains its only. She 
was also the first woman to chair a tax com-
mittee in the Minnesota Legislature, and was 
the first woman to chair a joint Senate/House 
committee. 

Over the years, Ms. Long has taken the 
lead on many issues. But the ones that remain 
closest to her heart include environmental and 
tax issues. She helped lead the development 
of Minnesota’s version of the Superfund legis-
lation, where the polluter pays for hazardous 
waste cleanup. She also played a leading role 
in developing the Minnesota Livable Commu-
nities Act, which focuses on smart growth de-
velopment. Today, Ms. Long works as the Di-
rector of the Environmental Tax and Incentive 
Program at Minnesotans for an Energy Effi-
cient Economy. 

As new women politicians entered the Leg-
islature, she advised them to not simply go to 
committee meetings. Know the issue back-
wards and forwards, and be a leader, she’d 
tell them. Being knowledgeable about the 
issues before you creates respect. She also 
encouraged women to get involved in issues 
that weren’t historically women’s issues, such 
as taxes, justice, and others. 

‘‘If you know the issues, you’ll have the re-
spect,’’ she says. 

Vivian Jenkins Nelsen also has a long list of 
firsts among her accomplishments. She is the 
co-founder of INTER–RACE, a diversity think 
tank located at Augsburg College. She was a 
Bush Leadership Fellow at Harvard University, 
and is a nationally recognized diversity practi-
tioner, trainer and researcher. She was the 

first black woman graduate of Dana College in 
Nebraska. Further, she was the first black 
woman professor at Augsburg College, and 
first such administrator at the University of 
Minnesota. At the University of Minnesota, she 
served as Director of Human Relations Train-
ing as well as Director of Administration at the 
Hubert Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs. 

Ms. Nelsen was always exposed to human 
and civil rights work growing up, and sees her 
work as an extension of her parents’ efforts. 
‘‘Then, they were trying to bring black people 
up. I am trying to help make corporate Amer-
ica and American policy ready and accepting 
of all people.’’ Her father, a pastor in the Lu-
theran Church, worked for Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and helped to organize the protest 
march to Selma. Ms. Nelsen recalls meeting 
with King as one of the critical moments that 
defined her path in life. She said when she 
met with a group of people with King, he fo-
cused his time and attention on her, because 
‘‘a kid came before everything else.’’ This is a 
sentiment to she has taken to heart herself. 

Ms. Nelsen has consulted on race and gen-
der issues for the Lutheran Church. She has 
also served as president of the Minnesota 
Women Equity Action League, which acted as 
the legal arm of the gender equality move-
ment. Today at INTER–RACE, she works with 
Fortune 500 companies, nonprofits, and policy 
makers at all levels. 

‘‘My job is about helping people find their 
voice about justice,’’ Nelsen says. ‘‘It’s about 
being able to look at other people’s behavior, 
but also their own.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, these 3 women have impacted 
their communities and the larger world com-
munity with a lot of hard work, determination 
and grit. They have fought for greater gender 
equity and provided leadership to make it hap-
pen. I commend each of these women for the 
difference they have made, and continue to 
make every day. 
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Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the great 
nation of Greece and celebrate with its citi-
zens 185 years of independence from the 
Ottoman Empire. 

Any first-year university student knows 
Greece to be one of the ancient cradles of 
Western Civilization. In art and literature, his-
tory and philosophy, science and mathe-
matics, the contributions of the Greek people 
to the world as we know it are immeasurable. 

And of course, one of Greece’s most signifi-
cant contributions to modern civilization is that 
of democratic governance. The influences of 
Socrates, Plato, Pericles, Solon, and many 
others provided the basis for our founding fa-
thers’ essays and treaties on life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

These ancient thinkers planted the seeds of 
modern democracy, but the people of modern 
Greece did not reap the benefits until over two 
thousand years later. In 1821, the Greek peo-
ple declared independence from the Ottoman 
Empire, marking the beginning of an eleven- 

year struggle for freedom. It is this courageous 
action that we honor today. 

The Greek revolutionaries’ valiant efforts in-
spired the support of a fledgling democracy 
known as the United States of America. Many 
Americans left home and volunteered to fight 
alongside the Greeks, and this Congress also 
sent money and supplies to assist in Greece’s 
struggle for autonomy. Since that time, the 
U.S. and Greece have worked side-by-side to 
oppose tyranny and oppression and advance 
the cause of democracy worldwide. 

But our ties with Greece do not end with 
this shared commitment to the principles of 
democracy. Indeed, today more than 1 million 
people of Greek descent live in the United 
States. These men and women have made in-
numerable contributions to our society and 
way of life, and for this we thank them. 

Colleagues, please join me in saluting the 
people of Greece for their tremendous com-
mitment to democracy and the principles that 
helped to found our Nation. 
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
bring to the attention of my colleagues the re-
tirement of Dr. Albert Emanuel Smith, Presi-
dent of Florida Memorial University in Miami 
Gardens, Florida, a remarkable educator, ad-
ministrator and leader who has left an indelible 
mark on our entire South Florida community. 

According to Dr. Smith, ‘‘The primary mis-
sion of any worthy institution of higher edu-
cation is to produce graduates who under-
stand that education is a lifelong endeavor.’’ 
Throughout his career, Dr. Smith truly lived 
that creed. He dedicated his life’s work to 
opening the doors of educational enlighten-
ment and opportunity to thousands. 

A native of Sioux Falls, South Dakota Dr. 
Smith earned a Bachelors of Science degree 
from North Carolina A&T State University, a 
Masters of Science degree from George Wil-
liams College and his Ph.D., from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh in 1971. 

Dr. Smith’s early professional career in-
cluded a brief stint as a minor league baseball 
player for the Saint Louis Cardinals; two years 
in the United States Army Medical Service 
Corps where he was a commissioned officer 
and company commander; and five years as 
the director of athletics at North Carolina A&T 
State University. 

In 1971, Dr. Smith was appointed executive 
assistant director of athletics at the University 
of Pittsburgh. In 1974, he was named director 
of athletics and associate professor of edu-
cation at Eastern Michigan University. Dr. 
Smith served as Vice Chancellor for Develop-
ment and University Relations, professor of 
education, and Executive Director of the North 
Carolina A&T University Foundation in 1976. 
He served in this capacity until he became the 
sixth president of South Carolina State Univer-
sity in 1976. 

In 1993, Dr. Smith moved on to become the 
10th President of Florida Memorial University 
(then Florida Memorial College). Under his 
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